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the successive religions, philosophies, and sciences of mankind.

All were but steps or stages in a process,, all true, not absolutely

hut at best relatively, to the age and time.    And therefore, if I

were asked my real opinion of the Resurrection, I should say

that from our present standpoint Jesus could not really have

risen, and the disciples' vision of him after death must have

been some kind of illusion of the senses or mind.    But here

again, knowing well that there are more things in heaven and

earth than are dreamt of in our philosophy, I cannot tell to

what extent these inner visions or illusions, if you choose to

call them so^ have a place and appropriate function (as objective

vision has) in the structure and ground plan of the world.    But

one thing at least is certain, and that is, that these visions or

illusions have in actual fact played a simply enormous part in

the great movement of progress and civilization, as is seen in

the  case  of Jesus  himself and  his   disciples,  of  the  Early

Christians, of Paul, of Augustine, of Mahomet, of St. Francis,

of Luther, and of many others.    From which I am impelled to

conclude  that  modest  inquiry in  all these matters and not

dogmatism should be the watchword for the future of merely

human souls, and should be made the touchstone not only of

sincerity and truthfulness but of intellectual probity and of the

truly scientific spirit as well    As for myself, compared with

the few things in which my conviction has grown with my age,

and of which my knowledge has become more accurate and

defined as the years roll on, I am sensible of the immeasurably

greater number from which the dogmatism of my youth has

departed, never I hope to return.

As regards the evolution of Early Christian doctrine, again,
the tendency of the Higher Criticism since the first edition of
this volume was published has been on the whole to throw more
and more doubt on the Epistles as the work of the Apostles
whose names they bear, as well as to remove the dates of their
composition, or at any rate the dates at which they became
influential in the Church, to a later period than that formerly